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| The Athenian Mercury. 


Queft. 1. 7 Hat was the Sin of Onan ; 
W whether "tis poffible to be guil- 
tyof st now, &c?2 

Anfw. We fhall rather chufe for obvious 
Reafons, to propofe the Queftion in the fol- 
lowing Terms, wherein any obferving Man 
may find all his Doubts on this Subject, Mo- 
deftiy and fairly anfwered, 

Wherein conjifts the moral Turpitude or natural 
Evil of the Pleafures of ‘what fome have called 
the Sixth Senfe? | 

The Reafon of the Queftion is this, as has 
been excellently and clofely difcourfed be- 
tween two Learned Men on this Subject ; 
Becaufe Abjtratted As of this Nature, as Laf- 
civious Embraces, and others whereto, the 
prefent Difficulty more immediatly relates, 
feem to have no malice againft God or our 
Neighbour; the cafe of Onan , being, as "Us 
acknowledged by all, different from that of 
fingle Men : { fay, thofe Acts may be thought 
neither te injure our Neighbour, nar deltyoy 
Society , as Adultery and Fornication do. 
Wherein then confifts their Natural Evil? We 
anfwer, it confifts in the fame pos that alk o- 
ther Evils do, namely, in Deviation from a 
Rule or Law, and that the Law of Nature, 
as well as the pofitive Laws of God. _. 

Now that fuch abftraited Aéts as thefe be- 
fore mentioned, are contrary to the Law of 
Nature, is evident from this Reafon: The 
End for which Nature has given this percep- 
tion whereof we difcourfe, is for the propa- 
gation of Mankind ; which if employ’d for 
any other end, tis plainly abufed, and there- 
fore unnatural, if any thing is fo, ’Tis befides 
forbidden in the 7th Commandment, which 
inhibits all manner of Unchaitity ; and even 
the Romans abhorred it,as we may find in their 
Epigrammatiits , who were far from being 
their Modefteft Writers, 

As to whatever of this nature, may be ac- 
cidental or involuntary, both as to the Ac& 
and Caufes of it, as Diet, @c. fo far as ’tis 
involuntary, it cannot be reckoned Sinful : But 
if otheewife, no pretended Neceflity can ex- 
cufe in that any more than any other Sin. 

Queft. 2, How 4 Man may know when he is in 
the Covenant ? 

Anfw. Are thofe Honelt. Perfons who put 
this Queition, Baptized or no? ‘Were their 
Parents Chriftians ? The promife’ of the Co- 
venant is both to Good. A4en and .to their Chil, 
dren. Baptifm isthe application of this promife, 
aid Sign and Seal of this Covenant. *Tis true 
they may break the Vow made therein, but 
how thall they know wher ‘tis renewed ? Truth 
it felf informs us’ A Tree is known by its 
Fruits. ‘Tis agood Tree, not which bringeth 
forth all Good Fruit, which has not one Corrupt 


production, but (Denominarjo fumitar a iqjari,) 


~ deferice of his Country 


the greatcr part of whofe. Fruit is mece for bim 
by whom ut was planted. In a word, we know 
no‘other fign of being if the Covenant, but Lo- 
ving God ; and none for doing that, but keeping 
his Commandments, : 

Quek 3. In what Eftate fhall we appear at 
the (/urrettion >? That, wherein we died, or at 
perfest Adanhood ? wm 

Anfip., That which refers to the Kingdom of 
God in this World,may in this cafe be very pro- 
perly, applied to that in the other : There fhall 
henceforth be no nior¢e an Old AZan, neither an 
Infant of Days. Tt Seems not proper to fay 
we-fhall be raised ‘at any Age, we mean fuch 
a State as we were inat fuch an Age, fince un* 
doubtedly we fhall be endued with much more 
perfection, though vis, probable, not cloathed 
with {Q much matter as we now carry about 
with ps, . "ot al 
 ,Quelt. 4. Whether ment the Bodies of the 
Saints which, arofe with our Saviour 2 

‘Anfw. *Tis very probable they attended 
their Deliverer mye Paradife , far it {ees not 
likely that thofe hrit Fruits from the Grave, 
when fo miraculoufly refcued from it,, as a 
particular, Trophy of his Refurreétion, fhould 
ever be, fuffered to fall into ,its “Power q- 
gain, ; : jOil i). Ud 


o Quelt 5 at we are to think. of the Salva. 
tion of cus , Eli, Sampfon , Uzzah, Solo- 
mon ! ys . 


Anfw. Of Cain we-find no ground to hope, 
becaufe he went ont from the Prefence df the Lord, 
the fame with being Excommunicate, and for 
ought we know, lived and died fo 5 hut becaufe 
we are not certain of that, neither are we fo 
of his Final State, For, Eli there appears no 
reafon to doxbe of his Happine{s; for though 
he was guilty of weaknefs towards his Sous, 
yet in all other Inftances of his Life, he ex- 
prefs'd a remarkable Sincerity, Piety , and e- 
ven in his Death, Love to Gods Church, c- 
ven more than his own Family, the Jofs of the 
4rk ftriking him into a Fainting Fit, and. the 
Good Old Man by the Fall, which this acci- 
dentally, occafioned, lofing his. Life. For Vz- 
zah, he died indeed in an act of Sig, though 
that but of infirmity, yet leflened with a good 
Intention, which though it cann’t. excufe, it 
much alters an action ; and perhaps too, he 
died more as an Example to others, than pro- 
perby.for his own demerits. For Solomon, a 
facred.Pen-man of fo great a part of God's 
Word 5 a Prophet, a, 1ype of our Saviour, an 
illuftrious *Penitent ; We cann’t nor. ever 
could-gmagine why the Papifts deny him Sal- 
vation , nor need we wonder they treat us no 
better. “Hor Sampjon, we think he died glori- 
oufly, in the difcharge of his Duty, in the 
» In executing an-Actof 
Juftice,on his own and Gods Enemies, he be- 

ing 


doubt ngt is now happy in Glory. ee 
Of what Degree or Nature ts tue Sin 


eit. 6. . 
Abe B? + | 4 : & be call 
© Ahfw.2¥as the highe® degree of Murther, 


the moft defperate of all Sins, iince the very 
action involves the Party into fuch unhappy 
Circumftances as scapacitare him from Repen- 
tance, After the Commiffionof other Sins., I 
may live to repent, but after this, "tis ithpolll- 
ble tb With it undone, ‘or to reverfe the fatal 
Refolution, 1 cannot but admire in what 
great Conteffiplations Caro could ‘take his 
Book and his Sword. together, and in cold 
Blood ‘difpatch himfelf, Let rhe whole world, 
(faid he) fall into one Hand, let Cafar tncom- 
pals me with his Legions by Land, his Shipping at 


Sea, ana bis Guards at the Gates, Cato will 
yer cut out bis way, and with that Weapon that 
was untainted even in the Civil Wars, give'him- 


Self that Liberty which Fate denicd his Country. 


Set upon the great Work then, and deliver thy felf 


from the Clog of thy Humanity, Juba and Pe- 
treitis have already done the Good Office one for 
the other by a generous Concurrence of Refolution 
and Fate ‘ Bur Cato is above Example, and does 
as much [corn to ask bis Death of any Man, as 
bis Life. This was a great action indeed, ‘and 
fo it was look’d upon by Gafar, who hesting 
Cato had killed himfelf, made this Reply, 
envy the Honour of his Death, fince he. denied me 
the Honour of giving him his Life. Parallel 
to this, was that of Calanus the Indian Am- 
baffador to the Roman Senate, who defigning 
according to the Ufe and Cuftom of his own 
Country to facrifice himfelf, difputed with 
the Senate about it, who ufed. all the Argu- 
ments they could to diflwade hint, but in 
vain ;‘ for having caufed his Funeral Pile to 
be raifed and kindled, he made his Oration, 
alledging , bow inconfiftent it was with a Good 
Mans Principles to referve a rotten decrepit Body 
for the Gods, and {pend a vigorous one in the pur- 
Suis of Senfe and little Aétions ; with other fuch 
Arguments, which when finifhed, he made 
ready, and threw himfelf into the Flames with 
this Expreflion, Thus I make my felf Immortal. 
Though I admire thefe great Inftances of felo 
de fe, 1 mention them not for Imitation, fince 
upon ferious Inqnifition in the Laws of Na- 
ture, we may find them very culpable, and 
inconfiftent with ecby | ; much more if we 
compare them with the Obligations of Chriftia- 
nity, a Happinefs they were deprived of: For 
they knew ‘nothing’ more Sacred, than ‘the 
Cuftom of Nations, or a Love of their Coun- 
try. . / | 
“Oneft: 7. Whether or no, we {hall keow' our 
Friends in Heaven? rene | 
Anfo. The Affirmative is deducible from 
1 Thef, 2.19. For what is our Hope, o#f Foy, our 
Crown of Rejoycing , are not even ye inthe pre- 
fence of our Lord Fefus Chrift at*his Coming ? 
which Text plainly infers, that the Apoftle 
fhall know and be known by thofe Theffalo- 
nians at the Coming of our Saviour, diftin- 
guiffable’ from the reft of the Juft , -feeing 


jaya. folgé and a publick Perfon, and we they particularly are to be the fubje& and mat- 


ter of his rejoycing at that iday. Adam knew 
Bve in the {tate of Innocence, without any 
velijitg tiim who or what the was. 1hofe Dif- 
Ciples*that wete with our Saviour at lis 7 ranf- 
figuration upon the Mount, Knew Enoch, Mofes’ 
and Elias, without askiig. There are feveral 
Texts very plain for ic; not one of the Pri. 
mitive Fathers that ever doubted it, and “tis 
impofible ic fhould be other wile, fecing Hea. 
ven is to be a place of Perfection; but to be li- 
mited in our Knowledg, would argue Imper- 
fection, 

Queft. 3) Jf the Oftrich dige/ts Tron? 

Anfw. We ufually find this Bird pictur’d 
with a-Horfefhoe in her Mouth, which practice 
no doubt has taken life from the Writings 
of Fohannes Longinas, Rhodiginus, Pliny, Az. 
lian and other Writers, But Leo Africanas, 
who lived where thefe Oftriches abound , 
fays, Sirdum ac Simplex Animal, &c. That 
tis afilly fort of a Bird, that Devours any 
thing that it finds; which agrees with thofe 
Experiments I have [een made on the Ojtrich in 
St. James's Park, which would eat a Stick, 2 
Glove, a Handkercher, Stones, Nails, or al- 
moft any thing elfe; but every Jittle Naru- 
rauft will condemn that Opinion of an O- 
ftrich’s choofing Iron, Cc. as its proper 
Food, as fome believe, being not at all fub- 
ject ‘to Chilification and Digeftion by the 
power of Natural Heat; Jron may be cor- 
roded and the Scorious parts feparated by an 
Acid and Vitriolous Humour proper to all 
Stomach$, much after the nature of Aqua 
Fortis. So we read of Perfons “who have 
{wallowed Rings , Counters, Afony, &c. with 
fome Diminution when it has been excern’d: 
And with this agrees the Experiment of U- 
liffes Aldrovandus, whofe Words are thefe, F- 
go ferri frufti devorare, &c. 1 obferved an O- 
ftrich to fwallow Pieces of Iron whilft I was 
at Trent, but yet they were excluded again 
undigefted, 

Queft.°9. From what Caufe proceeds the Shell 
which covers the Snail ? 

Anfw. From the fame Caufe that the Nails 
of a Mans finger proceeds, viz. from A@i- 
fture, which is alfo the Caufe of Hair ; and 
as a Mans Finger fhapes the Nail growing 
out of it, fo the Body of the Snail fhapes 
the fhell or horn which receives its Nour- 
rifhment from that part or knot whereby tis 


faftned to the Snail. 
Queft 10, How came Monkeys firft into the World? 
Anfw. As Man did, by the power of God, being form’d 
by him out.of the Duft of che Ground at the fame time, 
with the reft of the Quadrupedes , on the Sixth Day of 
the Creation. That they are not produced, as fome 
would perfwade us, from any Heterogeneous or unnatural 
Mixcures, is plain from this unan{werable Reafon ; No- 
thing fo produced ever generates any further , as. we fee 
in Mules and other Monfters, which are meer Individuals, 
the Providence of God preferving all things in thar na- 
tural order in which he made chem, and making ic im- 
to introduce any pew Species into his Creation, 
though chofe Species numeroully and beautifully varied ; 
‘ixing befides a as Inclination in all Creatures to their 
own kind, though of never {0 feeming different a make , 
@3 in Maftives, Lap Dogs, Gray- Hounds, &c. 
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